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Light Bus Seating Reduction and In-Service 

Vehicle Category Change (MD2 to MD1) 

Introduction 

Adding or removing seats in motor vehicles (as a modification) may cause a change in the vehicle’s 

Australian Design Rule (ADR) classification. It may affect the vehicle’s compliance with ADRs for its vehicle 

classification.  

This Fact Sheet outlines the minimum requirements to classify light buses (with a Gross Vehicle Mass 

(GVM) less than or equal to 4.5 tonnes) with reconfigured seating. New vehicles modified in accordance 

with the Commonwealth approved Second Stage Manufacture (SSM) process and fitted with a SSM 

compliance plate are not covered in this fact sheet. 

Light bus categories 

Light Bus Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) up to 3.5 tonne 

 Classification  

 

MD1 MD2 

 
 Seating capacity  

 

 More than 9, up to 12  

 

More than 12 

 

Affected Australian Design Rules  
An MD1category vehicle has additional ADRs that apply which do not apply to an MD2 vehicle. These 
include (but are not limited to):  

 ADR 20/00 Safety Rims 

 ADR 22/00 Head Restraints 

 ADR 23/00-01-02 Passenger Car Tyres 

 ADR 25/00-01 Anti-Theft Lock 

 ADR 34/00-01 Child Restraint Anchorages and Child Restraint Fittings  
 

Modification approval pathways 
Seating modifications may be undertaken for operational reasons, such as wheelchair access for persons 
with disabilities or to improve luggage carrying capacity, etc. 

When a seating modification affects the vehicle category, validation for compliance with applicable ADRs is 
necessary.  



Vehicle Standards Fact Sheet  MR1654  April 2020 Road 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 3  

Modification approval offers assurances that the modification has been completed to an acceptable standard 
for roadworthiness and may satisfy vehicle insurance purposes. 

There are two pathways for modification approval: 

1. Modification with engineering certification. 
2. Type-approval modification. 

 

Modification with Engineering Certification 

Conversion of the bus from MD2 to MD1 category requires prior approval in the form of a Statement of 

Requirements (SOR).  

You will need to  

 Complete an MR620 Application to Modify a Motor Vehicle and submit it to the Vehicle Standards 

Section of the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI).  

 The Vehicle Standards Section will issue a SOR. 

 A report from a Light Vehicle Engineering Signatory (LVES) would be required. 

 book and pass a seating inspection 

The engineering report requested in the Statement of Requirements must be submitted to Vehicle 

Standards at least five days before the vehicle being booked and presented for the seating inspection so 

that it can be checked and verified. 

A Light Vehicle Engineering Signatory (LVES) is to assess the modification and provide a report to address 

the following 

 Details of seating removed 

 Details of child restraint anchorage fitment 

 Details of changes to fitted seat belts and additional seat belts fitment 

 Details of all applicable ADRs for the vehicle’s proposed ADR category 

 Certification that the modified vehicle meets the intent of all ADRs applicable to an MD1 vehicle for 

the month and year of manufacture of the vehicle and that it is fit for purpose. 

Once the modifications are completed, and the vehicle has passed the DPTI seating inspection, the owner 

of the vehicle must notify ServiceSA for the change by submitting the copy of passed inspection certificate at 

the nearest ServiceSA centre ASAP 

 

Type-approval modification  
Based on the assessment of the seating modification of previously modified vehicles, modifiers are 
approved by DPTI for the modification for a particular make and model of the vehicle.  
 
When the modification is completed by approved modifiers (for which they have approval), modifiers issue 
the certificate of approval for it. The owner of the vehicle must notify ServiceSA of the change by submitting 
the approval certificate at the nearest ServiceSA centre ASAP. 
 
 
 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/driving-and-transport/vehicles/vehicle-standards-and-modifications/application-forms-and-fact-sheets
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Modification reversal  
Returning the vehicle to its original seating arrangement and vehicle category is permitted subject to a 
seating inspection from DPTI once these modifications have been completed. 
 

 

 

 

Further information 

Call 1300 882 248 

Visit sa.gov.au 

Email dpti.vehiclestandards@sa.gov.au 

 
The information and data on this fact sheet is subject to change without notice. The Government of South Australia may revise this 
information at any time by updating this factsheet. 
 

 

 

  


