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South Australia 
 

Road Traffic (Exemption for Oyster Boats and Trailers to be Fitted with Brakes and to 

Exceed a Width of 2.5 metres) Light Vehicle Notice 2019 
 

issued pursuant to section 163AA of the Road Traffic Act 1961 

 

1 REVOCATION 

 
In accordance with the powers conferred on me as an authorised delegate for the Minister for 

Transport, Infrastructure and Local Government in South Australia, I hereby revoke the Notice issued 

under the Road Traffic Act and titled ‘Exemption for Oyster Boats and Trailers to be Fitted with 
Brakes and to Exceed a Width of 2.5 metres’ appearing in the South Australian Government Gazette, 

dated 21 December 2000. 

 

2 INTERPRETATION 

 

In this Notice- 

 
authorised officer means: 

 a person appointed as an authorised officer under section 35 of the Road Traffic Act or a 

person or a class of persons appointed as authorised officers under that section; or 

 a police officer 

 
light vehicle means: 

 a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle mass of 4.5 tonnes or less; or 

 a trailer with an aggregate trailer mass of 4.5 tonnes or less 

 

oyster boat combination means a combination of a light motor vehicle towing a second light vehicle 

that is: 

 a trailer carrying an oyster boat; or 

 an oyster boat on its own wheels 

 

period of low visibility means any time when, owing to insufficient daylight or unfavourable 

conditions, persons or vehicles on a road are not clearly visible at a distance of 250 metres to a person 

of normal vision 

 

(between) sunset and sunrise means the times as published in the South Australian Government 

Gazette from time to time pursuant to the Proof of Sunrise and Sunset Act 1923 

 

3 EXEMPTION 

 

 In accordance with the powers conferred on me as an authorised delegate for the Minister for 

Transport, Infrastructure and Local Government in South Australia under section 163AA of the Road 
Traffic Act, I hereby exempt oyster boat combinations: 

 

from the following provisions of the Road Traffic (Light Vehicle Mass and Loading Requirements) 
Regulations 2013: 

 Schedule 1, Part 1, regulation 2(c) and (d) – Mass of vehicle towed by vehicle;  

 Schedule 1, Part 2, regulation 4 – Front and side projections (but only in so far as it relates to 

side projections); and 
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from the following provisions of the Road Traffic (Light Vehicle Standards) Rules 2018: 

 Rule 66 – Width; 

 Rule 126 – What brakes a trailer must have; 

 Rule 127 – Operation of brakes on trailers; 

 
subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. the oyster boat combination complies with all other requirements of the Road Traffic Act and its 

subordinate legislation; 

2. the brakes of the oyster boat combination must comply with the requirements of Rule 122 of the 

Road Traffic (Light Vehicle Standards) Rules – Performance of braking systems; 

NOTE: Brakes are not required to be fitted to the trailer or oyster boat fitted with its own 

wheels. Notwithstanding this, the brakes of the oyster boat combination must comply with the 
requirements of the Road Traffic (Light Vehicle Standards) Rules, Rule 122 – Performance of 

braking systems. It remains the responsibility of the vehicle owner/driver to ensure that the 

braking system of the oyster boat combination is capable of achieving the performance and 
stopping distances described in Rule 122. 

3. the overall width of the oyster boat combination, including the oyster boat trailer, oyster boat 

and any framework used to support the boat, must not exceed 3.5m; 

4. travel is only permitted for transporting the oyster boat from the place of processing: 

 to the beach and return; or 

 to the boat launching ramp and return; 

5. the oyster boat combination is not permitted to travel between sunset and sunrise or during periods 

of low visibility except when transporting the boat is directly related to the harvesting of oysters; 

6. the oyster boat combination must comply with all lighting requirements as specified under Part 

7 of the Road Traffic (Light Vehicle Standards) Rules –Lights and Reflectors; 

7. the oyster boat combination must not be operated in excess of 25 km/h; 

8. the gross combination mass and towing capacity of the towing vehicle, as specified by the 

vehicle manufacturer or specified on the certificate of registration, must not be exceeded; 

9. the driver must, at regular intervals, when practicable to do so and there is not a separate lane 

available for overtaking, move off the carriageway to allow other vehicles to overtake; 

10. an ‘oversize’ warning sign must be affixed to the front of the towing vehicle and to the rear of 
the towed vehicle, however is not required to be affixed to the front of the towing vehicle if it is 

a tractor; 

10.1 the warning sign must be made from stiff, flat, weatherproof material; or may be made 

from flexible, weatherproof material, if the sign is: 

a) held taut; 

b) clearly visible; 

c) unlikely to become dislocated, furl or otherwise become difficult to read by other 
road users; and 

10.2 the face of the warning sign must comply with the following specifications: 



2019 THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 1 

 

 
and must: 

a) have a yellow surface that complies with Class 1 or Class 2 of AS/NZS 1906.1 – 
‘Retro-reflective Materials and Devices for Road Traffic Control Purposes’ Part 1: 

Retro-reflective Materials; 

b) show the word ‘OVERSIZE’ in black, upper-case lettering of at least 200 

millimetres in height, conforming with AS 1744 – ‘Standard Alphabets for Road 
Signs’, in type face Series C(N); and 

c) have a black border at least 20 millimetres wide and with the outermost edge of the 

border set at least 10 millimetres in from the edge of the sign (unless the sign has 
been made with a box edge); 

11. brightly coloured red, yellow, or red and yellow flags, at least 450 millimetres long and at least 

450 millimetres wide, must be attached to the extremities of the oyster boat combination and shall: 

11.1 be positioned with one of the flags on each side of the front and rear of any projecting 

load or, if there is no projecting load, at the extremities of the vehicle or vehicle 

combination; and 

11.2 be clearly visible at a distance of 100 metres to any person with normal vision; 

12. The oyster boat combination must display at least one warning light (rotating flashing yellow 

light) that: 

a) is visible from all sides; 
b) is fixed to the highest practicable point on the vehicle combination; 

c) emits a rotating, flashing, yellow coloured light; 

d) flashes at a rate between 120 and 200 times per minute; 

e) has a power output of at least: 

 if LED technology is used – 25W; or 

 if another technology is used – 55W; 

f) is clearly visible to other road users at a distance of 500 metres; 

g) is not a strobe light; 

h) is either permanently connected into the electrical system of the vehicle or uses standard 
automotive connectors to allow easy electrical disconnection and removal when not 

required; and 

i) has, incorporated into its electrical system, an on/off switch control that is located within 
easy reach of the driver 

 

13. a copy of this Notice must be produced to an authorised officer upon request; and 

14. this Notice shall stand alone - it cannot be used in conjunction with any other exemption, notice 
or permit. 

 

NOTES:  

1. Persons operating under the provisions of this Notice are advised that some parts of the road 

system bridges, signs, roadside furniture and vegetation may not provide sufficient clearance 

for the passage of a vehicle and load at the dimensions permitted by this Notice.  



1 THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 2019 

 

 

2. Section 107 of the Road Traffic Act – Damage to road infrastructure, includes provisions 
concerning damage to roads, bridges and culverts, interference with roadside furniture and 

the obligations of persons causing such damage to notify the appropriate authority. 

 

3. Vehicles with a gross vehicle mass over 4.5 tonnes are heavy vehicles under Heavy Vehicle 

National Law. Operators of heavy vehicles are advised to refer to the National Heavy 

Vehicle Regulator (https://nhvr.gov.au) for operating requirements. 

 
4. It is an offence under the Australian Road Rules to tow a trailer with a person in or on the 

trailer. 

 

4 COMMENCEMENT AND OPERATION  

 

This Notice will come into operation on the day on which it is published in the South Australian 
Government Gazette. 

 

Dated: 12 August 2019 

 

BARRY IOANNI 

Manager, Vehicle Operations 
Delegate for the Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Local Government 

 

https://nhvr.gov.au/

